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Grade 4 Expository Writing Task

 In the poem, “Almost Late,” the speaker thought she had a problem 
but found out she didn’t have a problem at all. Think about a time you too 
thought you had a problem but found out you did not. Write a composition 
about that time.

 In your composition, be sure to 

 • describe the problem you thought you had. 

 • discuss how you discovered you did not have a problem after all.

 • explain how you felt when you realized you did not have a problem.

  “Almost Late (text),” copyright © 2003 by Carol Diggory Shields, from ALMOST LATE 
      TO SCHOOL AND MORE SCHOOL POEMS by Carol Diggory Shields, copyright 
      © 2003 by Carol Diggory Shields, text. Used by permission of Dutton Children’s Books, 
      A Division of Penguin Young Readers Group, A Member of Penguin Group (USA) Inc., 
      345 Hudson Street, New York, NY 10014. All rights reserved.
 
 
 
 
 
 
ou may take notes, create a web, or do other prewriting work in the space 
 provided on pages 7 and 8. Then, write your composition on the lines provided 
 on pages 9 through 12.

  Here is a checklist for you to follow to help you do your best writing. Please read it 
 silently as I read it aloud to you.

  After you write your composition, read what you have written. Use 
 the checklist to make certain that your writing is the best it can be.

Writer’s Checklist
Remember to

� Keep the central idea or topic in mind.

� Keep your audience in mind.

� Support your ideas with details, explanations, and examples.

� State your ideas in a clear sequence.

� Include an opening and a closing.

� Use a variety of words and vary your sentence structure.

� State your opinion or conclusion clearly.

� Capitalize, spell, and use punctuation correctly.

� Write neatly.
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  After you write your story, read what you have written. Use the 
checklist to make certain that your writing is the best it can be.

Writer’s Checklist
Remember to

� Keep the central idea or topic in mind.

� Keep your audience in mind.

� Support your ideas with details, explanations, and examples.

� State your ideas in a clear sequence.

� Include an opening and a closing.

� Use a variety of words and vary your sentence structure.

� State your opinion or conclusion clearly.

� Capitalize, spell, and use punctuation correctly.

� Write neatly.

Grade 4 Speculative Writing Task

 Look at your shoes. What adventures have your shoes had? If your 
shoes could talk, what story would they tell about an adventure they have 
had?

 Write the story that your shoes could tell about that adventure.

  You may take notes, create a web, or do other prewriting work in the space 
 provided on pages 35 and 36. Then, write your story on the lines provided on 
 pages 37 through 40.

  Here is a checklist for you to follow to help you do your best writing. Please read it 
 silently as I read it aloud to you.
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